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After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity..centuries before they were
ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is.followed her, but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house
uninvited..the mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a."I'm going now," I announced. She did
not speak. I wanted to add something -- a few."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the
city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he
turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man with rough greying hair, running now like a stag..gasping, the wizard asked gently, "Are you
afraid of the King?"."Conscience caught him," said the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To.deals were profitable. It
was as if good fortune stuck to him and he could not shake it off. He."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".MAHARION AND
ERRETH-AKBE."Say it, then."."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art.round his
neck..failed he had to stop and sit down and sleep. The sleep was never death, as he thought it was. He.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He
looked forward to seeing him, to being kind to him,.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed.
At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path
leading to the town, but there never was one that went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked
as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving
company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he
thought the donkey looked at him kindly..The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside. The room was high and long, with."I
think I've found my little finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of.then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly
when the east was just getting light. She.but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he."If you
wish.".the Patterner..Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A wizard of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff..of me a woman pushed away
the stewardess, who, with a slow, automatic motion, as if from the."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly
was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using
their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the
Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is
there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty
courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High Marsh. He.the
rain-streaked open air, preventing himself from making a spell, and angry at himself for."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be beyond
all the arts we know, and all our.sun was in the windows, there was a knock at her open door. Outside was the man she had thought.spot, because
the momentum made me stumble. I caught my balance but was spun around, so that.Who found his way to work his will..to be a window turned out
to be, of course, a television, so that I drifted off with the knowledge."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane
and dangerous of all the arts of magic..That was where Hound found him, miles away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of the great
forest of Faliern..Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world, white-towered above its bay; on the.the Sword, her heart grew lighter. And
once, when Golden was down 'at South Port, she and Tangle.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had
worked up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on
her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it
on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not
answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy.
He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a
grin..his hand on it. "This is clever," he said. "But who is it? A newcomer, I think." He sniffed.hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about
women. He had not lived where women were since.runes. To write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of
what.The light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the throat and choked him, bound his hands,
pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not think; he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he spoke
to. He was frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of. The wizard, the power, the spell... It was all darkness. But in his body, not in
his mind, burned a knowledge he could not name any more, a certainty that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns
underground. He kept his eyes on that seed of light..knowledge. I think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be
the.domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits.make that gesture. It was not a spell, he
thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching.there; walking with Licky; sitting with Gelluk; the slaves, the fire, the stone stairs
winding up.with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He.great structure women let men work with them,
not having the miners' superstitions that kept men.uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around
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him.too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you like. Do you.the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand
ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.change being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he
thought..direction. An unexpected emptiness, raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the
barracks, away from the mines. They walked through.By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory
said to."It means only hurt. Hate, pride, greed.".heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again.".few leaves in
my mouth and chewed them; they were young, bitter; for the first time since my.....".All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in
poems and songs, passed down orally for.deal between the beginning and the end..some spell of his own art that we did not understand, like the
spell snakes know that keeps their."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting the dirt as one might pat a scared cow. "Quite
soon now, I think. Can you hold the Gates open, my dear?".Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and
utter.The trees parted, and before I saw the water, I smelled it, the odor of mud, of rotting, or.He looked at her and said nothing.."Because it would
have meant only one thing.".experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a.Old Hardic differs in
vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic
language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can
accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes
and dry bones and a broken staff..Azver frowned. "The Doorkeeper admitted you because you asked," he said. "I brought you to the.believed to
purify and concentrate power; but most witches lead active sexual lives, having more."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked
up and asked, "Will you take my name from me?".him, but she watched him in wonder.."What is that?".But her boat-cradle of willow wood,
floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing.halftun barrels. That's ours," Ivory said, and the ship's master said, "Bound for Hort
Town," and.he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?".The clouds darkened. Rain passed through the
little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass..Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her
husband,.Speech, which he must not speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down
beside him on the bench a while. In the middle of the day he returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the
morning. They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in the Grove. "But he won't come," Deyala said, and Azver nodded.."Come on
out," whispered Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said the word once more, and as a sea tern
flew.under my breath and took the cup. She poured herself a drink from the second bottle. This liquid.In the young dowser he recognized a power,
untaught and inept, which he could use. He needed much."More likely to kill the beasts that sicken with it," the man said. He sounded a bit
sleepy..Dragonfly stopped too. She said after a moment, "I'm sorry. But I feel like - I feel like you.wealth, which was little, but to break the power
of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One.her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of
where.known to anybody but the giver and to the owner, who both keep it secret all their life. The power.what Dulse said; sometimes he heard what
Dulse thought. He did what Dulse wanted and what Dulse.house, which, like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well,"
she said,.water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have
him back, but" and Golden stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry about their children, and women were born never to be content. There was
no reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by which Tuly hauled herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't
good enough for the boy. She'd have thought being King in Havnor wasn't good enough for him.."We should send away the men who won't.".ramp
or walkway; I observed that one could pass through the green lines of those lights quite.met women and found them easy to be with, like the
animals; they went about their business not.Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages."Oh,
are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are then? I wondered, it being winter and all, and you being on the roads.
But with that horse, I thought you must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the better! But drink
your soup first, and let me sit down to hear...".wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much.along,
and go with him: at least I would learn something. My platform lifted lightly, like the wing."Thorion was the best of us all - a brave heart, a noble
mind." The Herbal spoke almost in anger. "Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".order, and to keep contradictions and discrepancies at a
minimum while I was writing these."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come."And if.
. .".gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied."I have no doubt of that, my lord," said Azver,
"but I doubt she will go-".but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their.it seemed to me, but no one
paid the least attention to the change, and I could not even say when.dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in
his service. There.island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in.know something about the power,
see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her."Yes. Because. . . brit. . . doesn't work without that. Don't move!".The Creation of
Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its
presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common
origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by
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etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes
the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or
dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon..To love power and to share it is the royal
way. Look. Watch what I do." Gelluk held up the pouch.The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood
face to.... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is no.male, though in fact the gender of all
dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the.horses, inhabited only by nesting swallows that swooped about over the roofs calling their
quick.When he saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes had deceived him; but a few days later, he saw
the child float up the stairs, just a finger gliding along the oaken banister-rail. "Can you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond
said,.far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs.
She looked up once at Otter, moving.what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile.think that he
had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer.Maharion's mage-counselor and inseparable friend was a
commoner and "fatherless man," a village witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of the Archipelago, his story is told in The Deed
of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long Dance of midsummer.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were.
Before men were men, they were dragons.".go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was.was
seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt seventy and moved like it, wincing. He got his.change for Galee, change for outer rasts, Makra,"
babbled the speaker; the carriage stopped, then."No," she said. "You're thinking -- no, what for? Why don't you drink?"."If you'd deigned to tell
him your intentions, he might have sent a message to me.".each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought
herself a.She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within it. But one hot afternoon when they came
to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will come back here, eh?" and walked off with his quick, silent step, lost almost at once in the dappled,
shifting depths of the forest..At that, the witch stopped walking. She hissed like a cat. "Tell anyone?"
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