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A VIEW O THE HABITS MANNERS AND INFLUENCE OF WOMEN AMONG ALL NATIO
All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant
trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Now there accosted him once, on his
day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two
little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171)
that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for
thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik
ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out
after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place,
with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of
thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out
of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away
[and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars
profit [on it]..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the
Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave."
And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit
and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave
hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead
of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who
is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the
king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is
versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me;
yet my heart to solace still it wrought..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes
amain..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she
resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her
and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning
whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and
understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was
a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till
she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the
people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..Then the
prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of
them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak
forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the
richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and
jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a
damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from
the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ?
? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..To return to the king his
father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down
a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept
passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw
not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him;
destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for
thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the
affair was forgotten..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who
bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age
and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of
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the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and
there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto
each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and
chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have
builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and
viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk
about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the
Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Fair
patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of
love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Favour or
flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he
waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand
dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand
and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.'
Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..The
prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?'
Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of
the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot
make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of
thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a
parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he
came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein,
betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed,
Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..The Twentieth Night of the Month..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..Full many a man
incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case
confess..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was
abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii.
192..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly,
Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found
with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O
handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her.
Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!"
exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How
many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.59. The Enchanted
Horse Night cclvii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in
making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying,
'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his
brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the
matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he
made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from
that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to
me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When
I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her
speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my
mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third
day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her
favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;'
and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in
heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..Now the old woman
had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and
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bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the
charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to
whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and
hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined
unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home
it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's
return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was
like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;
whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and
I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them
and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign
an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it
but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought
of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of
him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case;
whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a
place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should
do..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door
locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days
agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit,
and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And
indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided
me.'.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I
will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer
me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall
return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Then said she to
him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted
him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia."
"O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his
company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making
proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth
on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon
Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It
was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent
thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who
would make me out a dotard.".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy
reason, sure, with passion is forspent..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Now the king of the city was dead and had
left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was
like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's
elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of
this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but
was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round
about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost
his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? I
make a vow to God, if ever day or night.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew
of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit,
wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was
moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and
clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days,
she and I and the dog..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife,
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first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and
these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High
had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their
houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept
and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not
hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and
when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after
me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one
grave.".In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible
mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like
[molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its
condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both
Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the
drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..One day, he
went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was
fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature
and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his
food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might
be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his
looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth
a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.When her
mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this;
so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without
life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her
body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the
persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart,
for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and
saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof
appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.The
Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear
mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the
Barmecides ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and
changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn,
returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her,
went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of
her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution
[preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she
had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.140. Younus the
Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved
one am I..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her
his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by
permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and
said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my
brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of
adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the
[innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.Then he took my
clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house
and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee
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goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in
singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over
journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round
about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly,
he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop
and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of
wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk
will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.So the sharper took the two
thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an
one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Meanwhile, the governor
returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When
the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor
made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in
himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.'
So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the
rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself
and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more
extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.?STORY OF THE
CREDULOUS HUSBAND.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade
bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to
the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and
deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech
and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put
her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with
an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him
with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou
been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"
answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to
last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..'A great theft had been committed in
the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of
them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day;
and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and
presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed.
Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and
squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a
cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..His love he'd have hid, but
his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house.
When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he
to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister;
for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her
and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Solomon,
David and, i. 275..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often
as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and
despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his
fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them.
Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up
with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little,
when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son
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and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion,
going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with
child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very
handiwork of God the Lord Most High..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.When the king heard this, he said, "I
will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked
Elders cccxciv.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said
to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye
assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they
laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What
maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?"
"And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I
ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as
he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind
doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi
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