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So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a

dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then

Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her,

'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and

obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while

my body for desire in mortal peril went!.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of

that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden

(15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have]

made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon

he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to

them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a

tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of

the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O

my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in

him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one

who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself,

'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the

Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their

clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk,

said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat

pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how

can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered

the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair

with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know,

O king, that.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not

and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to

strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him,

saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he

forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him

and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on

to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O

Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the

circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that

the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing

for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had

not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.108. Aboukir the Dyer

and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said

to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to

Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to

her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Druggist, The Singer and the, i.

229..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath

preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and

the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to

the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen

of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine

eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that

which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days

are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the
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probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent.

(82).? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.The first who sought

her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and

aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden

with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds,

completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben

Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in

marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said,

whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of

him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands

and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..Ibrahim and his Son, Story of

King, i. 138..Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant,

the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside

between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a

reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!"

Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii.

203..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from

Khorassan Night ccxlix.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife,

first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and

these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High

had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of

Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their

houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All

that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Now there was with him a

youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were

brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought

out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat

him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? b.

The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found

no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er

Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself

before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send

for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him

and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's

enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him

of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him

hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After

awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the

money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry

this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my

horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he

overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done

nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which

hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with

mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining

and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh

Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and

among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his

arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for

this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..93.
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The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my

loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet,

with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a

carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its

light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and

rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.When the youth had made an end of his speech,

the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his

tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that

ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his

slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without

the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying

before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when

they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage

of Sindbad the Sailor.So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay

her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body,

after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his

father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till

the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..On this wise

they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el

Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I

commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the

interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he

had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him

in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented

them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be

mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the

governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died

forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190)

attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the

singer.".The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and

the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter,

and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What

[meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three

dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city,

the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance

are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.As for Zubeideh, she went

in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had

promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him

and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she

will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord

a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand

dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had

passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..I clipped her in mine

arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's

caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..First Officer's Story,

The, ii. 122..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal

and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her

mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her

dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
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in her heart..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his

handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints

and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double

border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture

to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the

portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance

thereof..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and

all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries,

marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto

thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he

signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait

on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our

assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and,

i. 126..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a

certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure,

and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were

going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid

hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place;

wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..Then she

came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art

absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But

hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and

taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So

he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned

to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest

nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a

bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her

deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and

gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with

the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking

down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and

raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and

the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon

you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all

that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before

practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.Things, The King who

knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and

cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and

carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when

the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by

Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off

my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he,

and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of

God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite

camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous

dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man;

and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister

[Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her

deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped

upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus
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engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her

hand..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Men and our

Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away,

marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the

camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart

clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw

her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest

of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he

answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and

thine and worship Him with thee.'.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the

pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their

companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his

going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight

of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom

endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on

you!].Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and

locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how

they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and

obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious

courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and

buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all

whereof he asked him..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger

came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the

palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander

of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O

elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be

of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and

ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..I did as she

bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen

him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month,

wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself

as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the

chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was

aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till

he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down

from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story,

and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than

thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to

the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and

longing; nought in answer can I say..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless

good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE

ASS..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the

ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter

rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,

for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear

to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the

astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt

not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'

Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
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seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and

lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues

deny..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45)

my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they

gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I

alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the

bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should

patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Behold, I am clad in a

robe of leaves green, ii. 242..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with

him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance

of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.?THE THIEF'S STORY.."There was once a merchant

named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore.

Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to

another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth

thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know

of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee

and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto

thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will

serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be

safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent,

well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..Presently, she

heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head

and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I

take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be

upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days,

and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth

the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not

present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire

of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and

return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,'

rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful

eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt

bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I

may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she

took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..Then he turned to a damsel

of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be

indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said

to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,

said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed

his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It

sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted

from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for

laughter..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour

laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,

meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath

despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the

Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,

weeping.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew;

but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I

was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding
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prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced

in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the

wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to

her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been

changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It

is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the

folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me;

and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was

moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed

with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister

Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and

improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the

wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore

it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth

the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds

that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O

king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common

people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses]

'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier

[than any of this dispensation]. (168).34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi
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