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Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister
purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your
sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the
like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my
lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter
in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal
and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given
me of His bounties.'.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to
exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an
hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup
from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following
verses:.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other]
meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of
his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when
the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he
entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had
adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon
with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh
and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in
the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to
her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy
sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she
sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and
prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils,
said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and
Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the
blinding lightning.'.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a
great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters
five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said
to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the
astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the
astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to
the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he
had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and
embarked on the sea, so he might travel..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who
questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick
man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.'
Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are
made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed
the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his
pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man
whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and
have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be
made manifest to us.'.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..Then she arose and returned to her
chamber..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.126. Ibrahim
ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we
[that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken."
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When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the
food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame
towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? a.
Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the
Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of
the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the
throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished
grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on
him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted
to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his
troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of
the Man of, i. 218..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of
all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said
to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to]
need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to
lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had
made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst
was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself
and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and
enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the
lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth
you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that
is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without
contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and
he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from
her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit
with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend
and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave
her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she
came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my
contract.".When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid;
but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set
forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit
who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each
other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised
them and made sure of victory over them..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Then the girl went away, running, after her
mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared
from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take
the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee
and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return
to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and
sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained
(54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get
access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for
weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55)
who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him,
"Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".O friends, the East wind waxeth, the
morning draweth near, iii. 123..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought
and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By
Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif
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danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace),
and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over
(233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the
Faithful.'.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou
knowest my plight and my pain..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have
an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand
all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his
profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they
confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the
Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went
down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk
marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the
Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..The Third
Night of the Month.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"
answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the
love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.
O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but
that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of
these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse
and the Flea cli.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.'
So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed
ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And
he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and
hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even
if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him
and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was
safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he
entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my
grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Now Afifeh and her daughter
Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings,
whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh
saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and
cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were
dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the
queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered
her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and
she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land,
By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail
in torment and dismay..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and
bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to
a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the
riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds
somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself
upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.There was
once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in
whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of
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his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he
had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers
everywhere;.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.The king read the letter
and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs
must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned
her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the
most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his
sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged
and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)
Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and
she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that
be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to
anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Then she changed the measure and improvised the
following:.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in
public (57) it were..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a
trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the
fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near
unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her
husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her
at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I
and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.When the day departed
and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the
story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save
his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez
Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ?
? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Then the king summoned
the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a
bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away
their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for
his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of
Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all
worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready
for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring
sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make
ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and
silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and
flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner
pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before
him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to
delight..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133)
behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the
love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger
and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed
place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw
the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..It befell one
day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to
sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise
he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from
him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with
him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is
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the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou
give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of
this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning
their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..135. Jouder and his
Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.Now
the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he
sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter,
the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in
thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou
sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little
son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered
and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain
would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be
certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and
how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold.
Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The
merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave
Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he
acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So
he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of
me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the
Sharper dccccv.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a
thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she
mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire
to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered
the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she,
"Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not
have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of
buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me,"
answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have
him.".102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the
kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his
chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she
knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding
yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that
whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.
So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is
clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house
and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused
and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and
agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she
was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by
night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,
to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was
bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this
woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he
gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the
folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper
dclii.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.The First Night of
the Month.When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her
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changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband
was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not
concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced
in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him
to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going
forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had passed..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.So he repaired to the vizier and
repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill
marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth
the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and
good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she
flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at
hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive
the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take
counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is
my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There
will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and
needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to
molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace
and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he
will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.'
Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the
sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand
Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the
goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But
Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why
so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary
and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed
at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ?
Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and
the Woman dcccxcix.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife,
first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and
these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High
had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their
houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he
saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair
of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she,
"Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she
unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and
avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth
thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I
be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for,
by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her
the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that
which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after
slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for
this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? Since thou
hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii.
183..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk
pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of
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the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful
saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have
sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her
and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young
Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money."
But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..So he
abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither
inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give
me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he
took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to
him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price
clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.'
Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting
off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane,
followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute
from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the
poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he
came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he
reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew
up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and
mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and
heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of
Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..145. The Bedouin and his Wife
dcxci.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..When Merjaneh had made
an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like
to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the
[same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in
to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out
his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of
thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the
assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a
single hour?".? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy
hair..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and
blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he
swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and
conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed
him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..Damascus
(Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the
daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and
perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am
minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou
knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be
parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be
fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his
entrails..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him,
when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they
purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew
not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him
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under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the
lioness..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This
is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she,
'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and
appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every
day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him,
and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of
herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of
forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him
the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against
the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in
himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his
words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not.
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