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? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..The Eighth Day..So saying,

he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what

while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent

for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my

place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and

the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak

thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience,"

(17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh

to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit

and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they

should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Quoth the king,

'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with

him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud

behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed

their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a

wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered

of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood

requite..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my

heart with dreariment..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers

rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted

station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story

bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".Then

the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after

them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and

bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;"

but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars,

saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by.

Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she

saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh,

one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no

tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Before I entered this corporation,

(149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have

patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry

and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew

near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and

the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech,

for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded

him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold

of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont.

Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth

officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how

fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto

her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second

and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the

talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to

him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I

shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she
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desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and

when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered

the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to

thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary

thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and

put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..?

? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by

Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..King Ibrahim

and his Son, Story of, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.When his father saw the strength of his

determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him

two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and

returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his

loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling

clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied

forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and

belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him

would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.When the evening evened,

the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade

him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that

which irks it), go saying, in my fear.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and

all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.So he left him for dead and

entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for

myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal

the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him,

but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's

strengths and fortified himself therein..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned

the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He

distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he

set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him

of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with

her..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a

thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured,

love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi

and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I

come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my

daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the

sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how

should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and

there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair

warning, but he would not be warned..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and

were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that,

[as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the

city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers

and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the

end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard

of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,

wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant

in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my

friend related to me.".Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..May the place of my

session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and
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the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a

drowsy fair. (137).?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..10.

Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that

wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison

and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing

and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is

good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.'

And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang

the following verses:.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and

indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and

closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and

lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the

mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him

awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass

by..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or

nill..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.When it was the sixth day, the

viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them

went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous

for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life

and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he

said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine

affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and

caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my

son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore

to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of

carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he

rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..When the affair

was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him,

'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his

bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave

yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred

dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass

took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder

rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide

them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the

wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of

drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every

side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an

easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my

comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the

second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side

locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the

day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with

her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.144.

The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale

and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went

and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what

had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me

up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..?

? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon
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a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the

saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon

Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of

thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew

this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O

Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he

deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so

thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened

with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he

might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my

lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the

blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her

eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy

permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done

with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he

be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every

time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them

came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O

my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus

engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and

finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou

camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his

way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived

and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none

other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their

king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou

drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..So they all arose and

repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not

be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the

queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this

favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent

well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O

my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on

the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..When they came to

themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the

young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out,

'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel

is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I

appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then

words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]

slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes

fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my

lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen

hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not

[at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?"

But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant

departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for

the young Damascene..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a

waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed

and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and
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its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about

vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs

and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I

am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my

lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which

irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,

'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor

use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.When he had made an

end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence,

she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation!

Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my

palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she

commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over

going till she came to the house of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.?Story of King Bihkerd..Presently, El Abbas cried

out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee."

Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his

shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,

and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas

and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood

upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and

desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk

and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his

fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to

acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It

behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he

imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his

kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath

entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God

prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of

thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the

woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and

modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".Presently, his father and his

mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and

behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted

hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his

stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered

the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon

the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former,

'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man

may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the

pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.'

Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told

him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten

great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,'

As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and
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my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids

since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness

I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there,

i. 210..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..One day, Ishac let bring all

who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh

and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When

she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like

in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that

which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for

chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew

what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had

considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,

O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell

between them.".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a

little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and

said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had

bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid

my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till

we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out

that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife

cccxc.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ?

? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who

tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Poets, The

Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all

I'm held in amity..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?
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